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feathers, keep it warm and safe while
you look for its nest which is probably
in the tree or shrub above where you
found the bird. You can place the bird
back in its nest. If you do not see the
nest, or if it not safe for you to reach the
nest, immediately take the bird to a
wildlife rehab center. Call our office for
the phone number of the one nearest
you. Another possibility is that the bird
is a fledgeling; it has feathers and is
exercising its wing muscles preparing
for its first flight. In that case, get all
dogs and cats indoors and leave the bird
alone. The parents will tend to it. And
keep your pets under control so they
don’t create other problems.

WVWA is dedicated to preserving
open space and helping help humans and
local wildlife coexist. Call with your
auestions - Ext.13.

Archaeological Dig Dates
Join with our professional dig team
to uncover hidden items that may have
historic significance. These will be
cataloged and added to the Mill’s
museum collection. You can help for
any part or all of the days listed. Call
for details.
T., May 24 (opening the dig site)
June: Th 2; T 14; Sn 26
July: Th 7; T 12; Th 21; Sn 31
August: T 9; T 16; Sn 28
September: Th 8; Th 15; Sn 25
October: Th 6 (closing the dig site)

Training Session for New
Mill Guides

If you are interested in local history,
like talking with people and are
interested in volunteering, please
consider training to become a new
Evans-Mumbower Mill guide. Training
will be held in April. Call WVWA,
Ext.10, to get details and to sign up.
Mechanical expertise is not crucial.
Once training is completed, we request a
time commitment of two Sunday
afternoons per season, that is between
April and October.

C VOICE OF THE LAND D)

WVWA Begins Its First Wetland Restoration

WVWA has been awarded a $40,000
grant from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency to restore a wetland
along Sandy Run, the Wissahickon’s
largest tributary. The area is on
Montgomery County parkland behind
Brooke Glen Behavioral Hospital
(formerly Northwestern Institute).

At present, this wetland is severely
degraded. Nearly all the native wetland
plants have been either eaten out by the
large Canada Goose population or
crowded out by Purple Loosestrife, an
invasive plant. Both of these are serious
problems that resist efforts to correct
them.

When mature, each Purple
Loosestrife plant, a tall wetland species

brought in from Asia for its attractive
purple flowers, can produce from 2 to 3
million seeds, making it extremely
competitive with slower growing
natives. Pulling it out doesn’t always
work because its woody root system can
reestablish itself if not removed
completely. Researchers at Cornell

University were able to find a beetle (sp.

Galerucella) from the native range of
Purple Loosestrife, which will eat it
down to acceptable levels, and then
reduce its own population to a
maintenance level. WVWA will be
using this new tool for invasive control
for the first time on this project.

The Canada Geese are another tough
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species to control. Although they are a
native North American bird, and were
once almost extinct, they have made a
comeback that is actually too
successful. They eat large quantities of
the desirable native plants and defecate
in and near the stream contributing to
nutrient pollution in the waters and a
possible source of disease. They have
adapted to every effort to scare them off,
and are still on the endangered list (oddly
enough) which makes them illegal to
hunt. WVWA will keep them out of the
wetland by installing a grid of wire over
the entire wetland for the first year or
two. When they hit their wings on the
wire they will fly off again.

Once the Association establishes
some control over these challenges, it
will begin planting native wetland
plants in the ponded area and native
trees and shrubs in the dryer areas.
When the plants grow tall they will
keep the Canada Geese out. Geese
don’t like feeding among tall plants
because they can’t see predators
approaching, and that makes them
nervous enough to go elsewhere.

By restoring the deep rooted

herbaceous native wetland plants,

we will improve both the capacity

of the wetland to put stormwater

back into the ground and its ability
to filter pollutants out of the water. The
restoration will encourage native
predator insect populations, birds and
bats to reestablish themselves in the
area, which will reduce the numbers of
mosquitos presently being produced by
the wetland. By planting trees and
shrubs on the bank of the Sandy Run
Creek, which is next to the wetland, we
will protect the stream bank from
eroding, provide cooling shade over the
water, and take up more of the nutrients
that are polluting the Sandy Run.

Eagle Scout candidates or groups
looking for a worthwhile community
service project, contact Bob, Ext.14.
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A Bird Crashed Into My Window: And Other Wildlife Phone Calls

“A bird crashed into my window and
is down on the
ground. What
should I do?”
This can end up
tragically or
happily. Worse
case scenario:
the bird breaks
its neck and expires instantly. Best case
scenario: the bird is stunned, falls to the
ground, rests a few minutes and flies
off. This recovery time is crucial for the
bird. If the pet cat or dog gets it, there
is little chance of the bird surviving.
We can prevent the window strike
problem in a humane and relatively
simple way. Install several plant hanger
arms in front of the problem windows
and hang 1” square size netting from
these arms; this will keep the netting
about a foot away from the window.
When a bird flies towards the window it
will hit the netting, will not get hurt,
and will fly away safely.

“A fox is coming to my deck and
playing with my dog’s toys. What
should I do?” While delightful to watch,
foxes are wild animals and should never
be approached. One reason a fox might
hang out near your house is that its food
is there. You may be leaving your dog’s
food dish out; that’s an open invitation.
Another possibility is that there could
be mice or rats or other pests around
your property and the fox is doing its
job as a carnivore, and helping you.
Either way, you should pay close
attention to what is attracting the fox
and remove that possibility. Use a
Havahart trap (WVWA lends them). Do
not use poisons as they move into the
food chain when the dead animal
becomes food for scavengers.

“I saw an injured deer crossing my
lawn. Poor thing looked like its leg was
injured and she was suffering. What
should I do?” This recent event is just
one of many calls for advice WVWA
receives. The PA Game Commission,

(610) 926-3136, might be able to send
an officer to put the animal down, but
sometimes they are not available and
nature has to take its course. This is a
sad thing, but please remember that an
injured animal does not need your
attention (unless you are a veterinarian
coming to its
rescue). Do not
disturb the
animal if it is
resting; it may
heal or it may
not, but it can
not benefit by
being stressed
by people
approaching.
“A baby bird
fell out of its nest and I don’t see the
parents anywhere. What should I do?”
This is another frequently asked
question. There are several possible
scenarios here. First, if the bird has no
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